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Franconia Announces New Chief Of Police
The Franconia
Township Board
of Supervisors is
pleased to announce
the appointment of
Michael L. Martin as
their new Chief of
Police. The former
Upper Merion Police
Lieutenant was sworn
in by District Judge
Albert J. Augustine
at a special meeting
on May 10, 2018, with
District Attorney Kevin
R. Steele present.
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Grey R. Godshall, Chairman
David B. Fazio, First Vice Chairman
Robert H. Nice, Second Vice Chairman
Dr. Charles Amuso, Supervisor
Curtis N. Kratz, Supervisor

(left to right) District Attorney Kevin Steele, Township Manager
Jon Hammer, Supervisor Curtis Kratz, Supervisor David Fazio,
Chief Michael Martin, Supervisor Robert Nice, Supervisor Grey
Godshall and Supervisor Dr. Charles Amuso

TOWNSHIP MANAGER
Jon A. Hammer

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Administration 215-723-6777

Police Chief Martin comes to Franconia after serving with the Upper Merion
Township Police Department for 31 years. He advanced through the ranks
starting as a patrol officer in 1987. His areas of assignment/expertise
through the years included:
•

•

Special Response Tactical Team that handled incidents of “high risk,”
including such things as hostage situations, dignitary protection and
fugitive apprehensions;
Community Relations Officer/Sergeant establishing the first
Community Relations Program with the Upper Merion Township
Police Department and responsible for the creation, design,
implementation and management of all aspects of Community
Policing and associated programs;

Continued on page 2

Emergency 9-1-1
Michael L. Martin, Chief
George H. Moyer III, Sergeant/Detective Division

BUILDING/PLUMBING INSPECTION
215-723-1137
Roger M. Koffel,
Code Enforcement Director
Jerry Rittenhouse, Building
Inspector/Code Enforcement Director

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
215-723-1153
Paul R. Nice, Public Works Director
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•

Montgomery County Drug Task Force Supervisor overseeing Upper Merion Township Police Department’s
15-ofﬁcer contingent of plain-clothes narcotics ofﬁcers;

•

Auxiliary Services Division Commander (Lieutenant) supervising the Telecommunications Supervisor and
records division personnel, as well as planning, directing and controlling the activities of all employees
within the Division;

•

Patrol Division Commander (Lieutenant) responsible for ensuring 24-hour patrol coverage of the
Township to provide crime suppression, trafﬁc law enforcement, trafﬁc crash investigations and code
enforcement;

•

Investigation Division Commander (Lieutenant) responsible for planning, directing and controlling the
activities of Detectives, Sergeants, the Civilian Evidence Technician and Civilian Criminal Case
Administrator assigned to the Investigations Division to ensure the proper handling of criminal
investigations.

Chief Michael Martin has a wife and 2 daughters. He is excited to join the Franconia Township Police Department
as their new Chief and looks forward to working with their ofﬁcers in that capacity.

Police Chief Joe Kozeniewski Retires
Police Chief Joe Kozeniewski who faithfully served
Franconia Township for the past 37 years has
retired. He joined Franconia as a patrol ofﬁcer
on January 5, 1981 and for the past 21 years, he
served as the Chief of Police. He was recognized
and honored with a plaque for his years of service
with the Township by the Board of Supervisors at
his last Board meeting on April 16, 2018.
Chief Joe was also celebrated in his “Last Ride
In” on his last day with the force on Friday, May
4, 2018. Police from neighboring municipalities,
including Telford and Souderton Boroughs, Lower
Salford Township and Limerick Township were in
attendance saluting and recognizing Chief on this
momentous occasion.
Chief Kozeniewski says he will miss the
camaraderie of the many people who have served
or are currently serving as the Township’s Law
Enforcement Ofﬁcers stating that “A ﬁner group of
men and women would be difﬁcult to ﬁnd.”
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Members of the Board of Supervisors present
Chief Kozeniewski with a thank you for his service
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New Tax Collector Appointed
As Franconia Township bids farewell to Tax Collector
Gerald DeLong, who faithfully served the Township and
its residents for 15 years, on January 23, the Board of
Supervisors unanimously appointed Wm. Keith Freed
as his successor. Mr. Freed was appointed after the
elected Tax Collector notiﬁed the Board that she was
unable to fulﬁll the position.
Mr. Freed is not a new face to Franconia, having served
on the Board of Supervisors from 2003 until 2014, as
well as previously serving as chairman of the Planning
Commission. He looks forward to serving the Township
residents as Tax Collector, acknowledging that he
has big shoes to ﬁll but that he is ready for the task
and prepared to do his utmost to fulﬁll the capacity
competently. Please welcome him as our new Tax
Collector!

Wm. Keith Freed

Godshall And Amuso Re-Elected To Board of Supervisors
Grey Godshall and Dr. Charles Amuso
were re-elected to six year terms on
the Township Board of Supervisors in
the November General Election.
Mr. Godshall and Dr. Amuso were
sworn in and took their oath of ofﬁce
on January 2 with it being an extra
special occasion as each of their
grandsons held the Bible while they
took their oath.

Dr. Charles Amuso

Grey Godshall
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Laurel Lane Park Getting
New Playground Equipment
In the Fall of 2017, the Township’s insurance carrier,
Delaware Valley Insurance Trust (DVIT), conducted an
annual review and inspection of playground equipment
throughout the Township. Based on the inspection, it
was determined that the playground equipment at Laurel
Lane Park was dangerous and no longer complied with
current regulations.
DVIT required the removal of the equipment that
was in disrepair. Since the equipment had been in
existence for close to 20 years, the Township knew the
importance it held to local residents and their children
and grandchildren so a search began for an affordable
replacement option.
After some research, it was determined that the
Township could receive a grant through 2017 GameTime
matching funds and a partial grant from DVIT to replace
the non-compliant equipment. The new equipment,
which will include swings and a slide, will be available
this Spring.

Bring On Spring And Summer
After having 3 Nor’easters back-to-back in March,
we look forward to saying farewell to Winter and
welcoming in Spring and Summer (see Events
Calendar page for upcoming events).
We want to thank our Public Works Department
for all of their hard work and long hours keeping
our roads cleared during our many snowstorms!
Here are just a few stats from the 2017-2018 Winter
Season:
•
•
•
•
•

56” recorded snowfall
20 salting events
10 plowable snowstorms
1,380 tons of salt spread
420 tons of anti-skid used
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Franconia Township Events Calendar
Youth Tennis Clinic
WHEN:

June 18-21, 2018
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

WHERE:

Franconia Community Park Tennis Court

The Franconia Parks & Recreation Board will once again be sponsoring a youth tennis clinic this
summer. The clinic will be for children 6-12 years old. Skilled instruction will be provided by Monica
Bach. The cost of the clinic is $90 per person, and all you need to bring along for the clinic is a tennis
racket! Prior registration and payment are required and can be done in person at the Township
Building between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Concert in the Park
WHEN:

Wednesday, July 11, 2018
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

WHERE:

Franconia Community Park

The Franconia Parks & Recreation Board is pleased to announce that
Barefoot Bobby and the Breakers will be performing at this year’s summer
concert. They will be performing your favorite Pop, Country and Rock radio
hits. Grab your lawn chair and join us on the lawn of Franconia Community
Park to enjoy this night of music along with plenty of food and fun!

27th Annual Fishing Derby Fun For All
Franconia Township’s Parks and Recreation
Committee held its 27th Annual Youth Fishing
Derby on Saturday, May 5, 2018 at Branchwood
Park.
It was a beautiful day with 36 contestants up to
age 12 registering. The Branchwood Creek was
stocked with 500 trout, and there was a lot of fun
had by all watching the kids ﬁshing and enjoying
the day. Congratulations to all of the winners
and participants in the event.

Fishing Derby winners were (left to right) Gabe Taylor, Aiden
Cummings, Olivia Leonard, Makenzie Gotshall, Tyler Kratz
and Justice Freed
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Discount Amusement
Park Tickets Available

Sign Up For The
Township’s Email Newsletter
The Township’s email
newsletter delivers
updates on activities, news
and meetings right to
your inbox. To subscribe,
just visit the Township’s

The Township will have amusement park

website at

discount tickets again this year. Tickets are

www.franconiatownship.org. Your address will

now available so check out the Township

only be used for the Township’s email newsletters.

website for a list of available tickets with
pricing. Tickets are cash and money order

You can also keep informed by following the

only and can be purchased in the Township

Township on Twitter at @FranconiaTwp.

Office.

